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THE OPENING STATEMENT & CONTACT INFO 

On the wings of Denver International Airport’s (DIA) commitment to hosting a small art exhibit, the Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter 

of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., has taken on the greater purpose and responsibility of properly and accurately telling the historic 

underdog story of the Tuskegee Airmen. The Chapter will accomplish their task through an artistic multi-media format experience 

that uniquely and beautifully tells the Airmen’s story in its entirety.  We welcome you to American War Birds of Color, a stunning 

exhibit rich in significance in both history and humanity for any era. 

 

Each of the six (6) display cases making up the exhibit will be displayed chronologically, to establish one visually continuous story. 

Case by case the Tuskegee Airmen story unfolds in a way that has never been accomplished before. The sixth and final case will 

feature the most recent of award events and active aviation programs taking place throughout the country. 

 

This amazing exhibit has been designed by Denver native, Joe Jones; an EMMY Award winning Aviation Artist and pilot. It will feature 

his Artwork on full graphic wraps on the external case, the inside risers, and the back panels. Beautifully embedded into the graphics 

will be contact information, sponsor logos, artist bios, and interactive Smart Codes to allow visitors with Smart Phones immediate 

access to the mirror website for more interaction. 

Each case will be fully trimmed with original archival photos, framed fine art, original sculptures, memorabilia, museum archives, i.e. 

medals, patches, flight-logs, documents, flight jackets, scale model replicas and so much more. Included in the text featured on the 

back walls, will be real quotes from the Tuskegee Airmen themselves, along with those of noted aviation legends that reference the 

Tuskegee Airmen’s influence on their industry, their profession, and ultimately, their lives. The insignias from the 332nd Fighter 

Group and the 477TH Bombardment Group - as well as those of the other Fighter and Bombardment Squadrons, will be featured in 

the design.  

Brochures highlighting the monthly on-site events will be available and strategically incorporated on the outside of each case.  Take-

a-longs meant to lure visitors back time and again. The event dates will also be available on the official website:  

www.TuskegeeAirmenExhibit.com. 

Throughout the whole process we will introduce and educate the public audience to the achievements of the Tuskegee Airmen and 

their contributions to our country’s military and cultural history throughout the decades. Their contributions continue to accumulate 

today and the importance of the timing of this exhibit cannot be overlooked. With so few original Tuskegee Airmen left, we will be 

left with the duty of these final documentations of the importance of their lives and the character they have shown in living them. 

We are proud to have accepted this invitation by DIA. It is our hope that you will now accept ours.  

 

“I look to a day when people will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”                                                                                                                                                                            

Martin Luther King Jr.       
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INTERESTED GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS, PLEASE CONTACT: 

EXHIBIT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:                                                                             

Marsha A. Mallory-Bennett                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

President – TAI, Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

www.Colorado-Redtails.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

P.O. Box 370431 Denver, CO 80237                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

MMalloryB02@aol.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

303.795.6836                                                                 
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1 - THE LANDSCAPE OF THE TIMES 

Before the Tuskegee Airmen came to be, no black had been allowed to be a U.S. military pilot. In 1917, men of color tried to become 

aerial observers, but were rejected. African-American Eugene Bullard served as one of the pilots with the French Lafayette Escadrille 
Air Group, but was denied the opportunity to transfer to American military units as a pilot although the other American pilots in the 

unit were offered the chance. Instead, Bullard returned to infantry duty with the French. 

 
A 1925 study conducted by the Army War College concluded that African-Americans were inherently ill-suited for combat both 
physically and psychologically. The study reported that African-Americans had smaller than average brains therefor making them 
unsuitable to pilot fighter or bomber aircraft. It wasn’t until April 3, 1939, that Public Law 18 was passed. The Law provided for an 
expansion of the Army Air Corps. One section of the law called for the creation of training programs to be located at black colleges. 
These programs were to prepare African-Americans for service in a variety of areas in the Air Corps support services.  
 
The US government formed an all-black flying unit at the Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama where the Civilian Pilot Training 
Program (CVTP) fell under the direction of Charles A. Anderson, one of the nation’s first African-Americans to earn a pilot’s license. 
Bessie Coleman, a woman, was the very first African-American to earn a pilot’s license. After the Army chose nearby training 
grounds for the new segregated 99

th
 Pursuit Squadron in January of 1942, the story of the Tuskegee Airmen really began. 

 
In 1942 Eleanor Roosevelt visited Tuskegee Army Airfield where she took a flight that was piloted by instructor Charles A. Anderson. 
The flight lasted more than an hour and proved to the First Lady that blacks could indeed fly airplanes. She immediately became one 
the biggest champions of these phenomenal pilots, taking home a photograph of her flight to show her husband, the President of 
the United States. She was able to successfully urge FDR to utilize the 99

th
 Squadron in combat missions. 

 
In March 1942, the Tuskegee Airmen’s 99th Fighter Squadron was activated with newly promoted Colonel Davis in command. No 

white commander wanted to accept these pilots. The unit was forced to wait a year for deployment. Finally the Airmen were 

attached to the 33rd Fighter Group, Tactical Air Force and sent to North Africa. Benjamin O. Davis Jr., commanded Red Tails, the 

332nd Fighter Group and was the first African-American General in the U.S. Air Force, following in his father’s footsteps. Benjamin 

O. Davis, Sr. was the very first African-American General in the United States Army. 

President Harry S. Truman's Executive Order 9981 in 1948 called for “equal opportunity” and was said to have officially ended racial 

inequality in the military however, never once did he mention integration. In actuality, desegregation was officially announced 

earlier in April 1948, by Gen. Carl Spaatz, the Air Force Chief of Staff, when he made a public announcement stating that, the “Air 

Force would desegregate to improve its combat effectiveness.”  

 

By May of 1949, the Air Force published regulations dismantling segregation and by July of the same year, men joining the Air Force 

were assigned according to their ability, not their race for the first time in history. African-American airmen ascended in rank quickly. 

For the first time, white military members took orders from higher ranking black Officers without issue and with due respect. Many 

disillusions about blacks had been shattered.   

 

The Air Force was the first service to fully integrate its ranks. For that we owe the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Despite prevalent racial discrimination during one of our country’s darker moments, the Airmen’s story is full of human triumph. No 

other single group in America has struck a more significant blow against the forces of racism than the Tuskegee Airmen. They 

embody moral courage and that American "can-do" spirit. History loves a great underdog story and what is often neglected and 

seldom expressed is that it was their strength of character that made them arguably some of the best pilots in the Army Corp in 

WWll, and later in the newly formed United States Air Force.  

At a time when America seeks role models worthy of our inspiration, one needs to look no further than the Tuskegee Airmen. Much 

more than a story of man and machine, theirs is a story that helped profoundly to define an entire race while embodying the sum of 

humanity’s greatest traits. Few today realize these men were the forefathers of the entire civil rights movement. Their contributions 

are what lit the runway for future civil rights leaders like Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. The Airmen’s sacrifice is what later 

allowed this exhibit's official Sculptor Artist - Ed Dwight, the chance to become America’s first ever black astronaut candidate. And, it 

is their hard-earned legacy that decades later inspired 23 year-old Barrington Irving to break the world record in becoming the 

youngest and first African-American pilot to fly solo around the world. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_S._Truman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_Order_9981


It was the essential concepts and principles of leadership, courage, discipline, and commitment that allowed these African-American 

aviators to endure and overcome. They have left behind a true legacy that is a testimony to their focus and dignity in the face of 

outrageous discrimination brought on by ignorance and tradition. Their strength of character should inspire us all to become better 

people in the face of any adversity so that we all may share “Blue Skies”. 

 

"There are those who say to you - we are rushing this issue of civil rights. I say we are 172 years late.”                                                                           
Speech at Democrat National Convention, 14th July 1948 
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2 - MUSEUM QUALITY DESIGN 

An intricate artistic rendering of the exhibit cases is represented on the cover of this booklet. This allows you a glimpse into the 

sophisticated detail and care that is being put into every aspect of this labor of love for the sake of American history. 

As already noted, each of the six (6) display cases making up the exhibit will be displayed chronologically, to establish one visually 

continuous story. Case by case the Tuskegee Airmen story unfolds in a way that has never been accomplished before. The sixth and 

final case will feature the most recent of award events and active aviation programs taking place throughout the country today. 

 

This amazing exhibit has been designed by Denver native, Joe Jones; an EMMY Award winning Aviation Artist and pilot. It will feature 

his artwork on full graphic wraps on the external case, the inside risers, and the back panels. Beautifully embedded into the graphics 

will be contact information, sponsor logos, artist bios, and interactive Smart Codes to allow visitors with Smart Phones immediate 

access to the official website for more interaction. 

Each case will be fully trimmed with original archival photos, framed fine art, original sculptures, memorabilia, museum archives to 

include; medals, patches, flight-logs, documents, flight jackets, scale model replicas and so much more. Incorporated in the text 

design featured on the back walls, will be real quotes from the Tuskegee Airmen themselves, along with those of noted aviation 

legends that reference the Tuskegee Airmen’s influence on their industry, their profession, and ultimately their lives. All twelve (12) 

of the insignias from the 332nd Fighter Group and the 477TH Bombardment Group – along with all eight (8) Fighter and 

Bombardment Squadrons, will also be featured in the design.   

Brochures highlighting the monthly on-site events will be available and strategically incorporated on the outside of each case.  

Tasteful artistic take-a-longs meant to lure visitors back time and again. The event dates will also be available to everyone on the 

official exhibit website. 

 

 

“Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities... because it is the quality which guarantees all others.” 
Winston Churchill 
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3 – AN INTERACTIVE MEDIA / MULTI-MEDIA EXPERIENCE  

Each display case will be illuminated by spotlights.  (In the event that the exhibit must be staged in the airport absent electricity, the 

technical crew will employ low voltage LED lighting powered by 12 volt car batteries). 

The two end display cases will house looped video rolling on flat screens placed inside the cases. (Ideally, we will also have a large 
{50 plus inches} screen with a Bluetooth connected smart device, ideally an iPad, available to "presenters" at weekend and special 
events throughout the duration of the static display at Denver International Airport. Additionally, QR Scan technology should be 
utilized to allow smart devices to access "interactive audio/video tours" of the contents and website enhancements of each case 
while standing at the case itself). 
  
Audio will be provided by speakers mounted on top of the two end cases. Participants will hear the actual voices of these legendary 
Airmen themselves as they tell their own stories (courtesy of Voices In Time, Co). 
 
An online version of each panel of the display will also be available on the website, bringing to life a wealth of featured audio and 
video clips, supportive history, and little known facts. There will also be a special area for students and educators, as well as the 
media. 
 
The official website goes far beyond "mirroring" the exhibit. It is accessible by computer as well as through QR Scan (Smart Scan) 

technology accessible via Smart Phones, iPad's®, Kindle Fire's® and a variety of other portable devices that can be used from the 

exhibit itself. This enhancement enables participants the opportunity to have alternative experiences, including being able to read 

along in their native or other language. They will be able to quickly pull up specific supportive reference material on elements within 

each display case. This will have people Tweeting, FaceBooking, and talking in real time about their experience and the Tuskegee 

Airmen exhibit.  

Participants will also be able to directly order official exhibit merchandise with their Smart Phone - or other Smart Device, through 

the exhibit’s Smart Scan integration, in addition to its availability to anyone visiting the official website from any computer. 

The official exhibit website will feature a full calendar of monthly "Storytelling" events. Included will be a schedule of activities, 

program topics, lists and bios of special guests and keynote speakers. 

ADDITIONAL INTERACTIVE & PROMOTIONAL ELEMENTS 

Multiple life-size, stand up, cardboard cut-outs of period Tuskegee Airmen will be placed throughout DIA leading participants to the 

exhibit. Additional interactive and/or promotional elements will be created and included on and for each individual leg of the 

exhibits tour. These aspects will be designed and integrated uniquely to each locale and for each individual sponsor or sponsor 

group. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

QR Scan technology credit: Rick Rosenkranz 

 

“The disadvantage of men not knowing the past is that they do not know the present.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

G. K. Chesterson 
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4 - MONTHLY SIGNATURE STORYTELLING EVENTS  

One (1) Saturday afternoon per month during the exhibit’s local tour, TAI will produce a live signature "Storytelling" afternoon event 

at the exhibit site. These events will be coordinated through TAI and feature leaders within the academic, aviation, and historical 

communities. The exhibit Director, staff, representative Chapters of TAI, the venue(s) and others will be reaching out to all ages 

encouraging people to join them in hearing first-hand the extraordinary stories of over half a dozen original members of the Hubert 

"Hooks" Jones Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc. *Additional speakers will be supplemented by other dignitaries, keynote speakers, and experts 

determined by the exhibit’s location as it tours across the country. 

This monthly event will offer photo and autograph opportunities during each meet and greet session with these legendary heroes.  

Special event credentials will be produced for each group. Along with a greater understanding and a renewed sense of pride, each 

participant will walk away with an official American War Birds of Color keepsake collectable. 

These events will be featured and promoted locally throughout the various air-groups, schools, youth programs, Boy/Girl Scouts, 

KOA, Pilot Mag, Live Air Show TV, and KEZW radio. Additional media and promotional partners will be continuously added and 

adjusted for each location of the exhibit’s cross-country tour and as we increase our sponsorship partners.  

It is important to us not only to seek out large corporate sponsors, but to also include opportunities for local groups, organizations, 

and businesses to participate as well. 

 

"There is little value in insuring the survival of our nation if our traditions do not survive with it.”                                                                                     
John F. Kennedy 
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5 - OFFICIAL COMMEMORATIVE MERCHANDISE  

As part of the launch of the exhibit, a full line of official commemorative American War Birds of Color "Flight-Gear" merchandise will 

be produced and available for purchase on the exhibit’s website throughout the DIA tour, and the tours that follow. With the aid of a 

Smart Device visitors will be able to instantly scan Smart Codes that have been cleverly incorporated into each display case design. 

This will allow participants to shop for memorabilia on the spot. Items such as; pilot scarves, tee-shirts, ball-caps, and mugs; as well 

as autographed collector's prints and fine-art edition prints will be available for purchase.  

The "Flight Gear” collection will be a rich blend of bold, crisp graphics coupled with historically accurate fine-art illustration 

developed with a keen sense of history, design and color to invoke an authentic period look and feel. Each item in the collection is a 

coveted signature piece by internationally acclaimed and respected Aviation Artist Joe Jones. 

As the momentum for the exhibit grows and demand broadens, additional merchandise items can and will be created. This will allow 

further sponsorship, branding, and licensing opportunities to be available on both a national and local level.  

Once the official merchandise has been produced, we will encourage having it prominently featured in the In-Fight magazine of our 

first major national airline sponsor. 

 

"We, who are the living, possess the past. Tomorrow is for our martyrs."                                                                                                                                                              

Lay Bare The Heart: An Autobiography of the Civil Rights Movement 
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6 - LOCATIONS & NATIONAL TOUR  

An opening Gala event is scheduled to officially kick off the exhibit, with a coordinated academic monthly program.  

After the December 12, 2012 exhibit launch at DIA, it is our full intention to develop a second exhibit made available for a national 

tour ending with a permanent home in a facility such as the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. We will accomplish this with the 

support of sponsorships by local and national partners. 

UPON COMPLETION, THE SECONDARY OR MIRROR EXHIBIT WILL IMMEDIATELY TOUR OTHER FACILITIES SUCH AS: 

 International Airports 

 National Museums 

 Aviation Museums 

 Military Academies, Bases, Facilities 

 The Pentagon 

 Military museums such as; the 8th Air Force, or 15th Air Force museums. The National Museum of the USAF 

 American Negro Colleges and more… 

There are few limits to the potential venues or sponsors for this amazing exhibit. 

With a host of immediate national tour opportunities available, initial tour site evaluations are under way. As significant and timeless 

as the lessons and contributions made by the Tuskegee Airmen are, it is our firm belief that this unique exhibit is worthy and capable 

of a lengthy national tour that could last more than a decade. After which time arrangements for a final exhibit home will be made.  

The tours are projected to be available on a year-by-year tour plan and will continue to develop with sponsorship support and other 

strategic partnerships.  

American War Birds of Color - the Tuskegee Airmen exhibit is sure to be an award-winning exhibit and quickly prove itself to be a 

national military and cultural asset.  

This exhibit will create and provide many significant positive community events at each national tour spot. 

 

“A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history.” 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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7 - AUDIENCE DEMOGRAPHICS 

As one of the biggest and best cultural history lessons in the country, American War Birds of Color, the Tuskegee Airmen exhibit will 

reach people of all races, ages, and interests; from the student, to the historian, to the hobbyist. It is our goal that this exhibit will 

tour for many years to come. This amazing exhibit is designed to inspire, educate, entertain and engage it’s participants. 

Denver International Airport is the only major airport to be built in the United States in the last 25 years. The current facility can 

accommodate 50 million passengers a year without any additional construction. Based on passenger volume, DIA was the 10th-

busiest airport in the world in 2010 with an average of more than 143,000 passengers per day that will be exposed to the exhibit and 

its sponsors. These passengers are from all walks of life, of every race and from all age groups and interests. 

This site (and additional sites as the exhibit travels) will become noted national historic magnets for travelers from coast to coast 

who will make it a point to visit the exhibit while arriving, departing or stopping to/from/at DIA on layover.  

*A broader evaluation of demographics and benefits for prospective national tour sites in phase two of exhibit development is 

currently underway. Site consideration would include; academic, historic, military, and cultural locations designed to bring a rich 

cross-section of our country and communities together in a positive and lasting way. 

 

If you would like to access DIA public records for any reason, please contact: 

Manager of Aviation 
Denver International Airport 
8500 Peña Boulevard 
Denver, Colorado  80249 

 
Fax:  (303) 342-2215 
E-mail: aviation.manager@diadenver.net 

 

 

“I've been lucky. I've had this history of having an appeal to more than one type of audience.” 

Juice Newton 
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8 - IN THEIR OWN WORDS: A COLLECTION OF QUOTES 

*Quotes and statements on the importance of this exhibit will be accumulated during this process and find a home on this page. 

They will be added to the booklet in this section once they are available and are intended to be missives from Military & Aviation 

experts, Historians, Educators, and more. 
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9 - EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

THE EXHIBIT WILL TEACH AT A GLANCE: 

 Who the Tuskegee Airmen are  

 The American military cultural history of the times and beyond 

 Aircraft names and capabilities 

 Important and fun historical facts and "In their own words" quotes about specific events, battles, achievements, and more 

 The character that makes these men and women worthy role models for any generation 

 How the Airmen’s contributions shaped the Civil Rights movement 

 Why their story was and is still relevant 

 How they continue to contribute today 

 Information about TAI chapters nationwide 

 What makes an American hero and more! 

 

To help students of all ages prepare for consecutive monthly events, the official website will feature a special area exclusively for 

students and educators that include a full schedule of activities, program topics, lists and bios of featured guests and keynote 

speakers.  

Whether, you can only make it to one event, or all twelve, each will mark a moment in time when we can share the afternoon, at no 

cost, with these legends. Each event will truly be a unique once in a lifetime experience.  

NOTE: We will be involving youth aviation groups, students in the K-12 public school system, local veterans, historians, aviation and 

military experts, along with active and retired military to help tell this huge story. Through the process we will all learn while 

becoming better, more respectful individuals because of it. 

 

“Logic will get you from A to Z; imagination will get you everywhere.”                                                                                                                    

Albert Einstein 
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10 - SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

Much like the Tuskegee Airmen themselves, what distinguishes our character are our actions. Each sponsor will earn the highest 

distinction in helping honor the legacy of these decorated men and women in the most engaging, educational, and artistic way 

possible. It is no stretch of the imagination to express that our valued partners/sponsors may never again get such a unique and 

tremendous opportunity to participate in the lives of the few surviving Tuskegee Airmen.  

With your partnership as a sponsor you will be making a tangible contribution to the education of our nation’s communities while 

aligning yourself, your organization, or your company with an important and incredible piece of American and human history.  

 

Each sponsor/ partner will be proudly and creatively featured in the exhibit and will be associated throughout the tour with 

the distinguished honor of their legacy. In addition, your sponsorship will entail multiple structured, as well as customizable 

opportunities to highlight and promote your business or organization through all participants’ efforts. 

 

WE HAVE FIVE (5) SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE: 

 The Congressional Gold Medal Package 

 The Silver Star Package 

 The Legion of Merit Package 

 The Distinguished Flying Cross Package 

 The Bronze Star Package 
 
 
*Sponsorship packages will be delivered to you for your consideration no later than July 9, 2012. If you would prefer to have 
something custom created for any specific needs, please contact the Exhibit Director Marsha Mallory-Bennett. 

 
 
 

 "Always remember, by honoring us - you honor yourself."                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Tex Hill, Legendary (AVG) Flying Tiger, and B-29 pilot 
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11 - PRESS RELEASES/MEDIA KIT  

Press Releases are available for DIA, its affiliates, official exhibit sponsors, local and national media upon request. 

Media kits are available and will include any necessary art work or official copy to be used for print, web, outdoor, broadcast and/or 

in-house promotional and advertising efforts by venues and sponsors alike. TAI and its project partners retain all copy write. 

Authentic Tuskegee Airmen, Keynote Speakers, and other “Experts” are available for interviews, appearances, fundraisers, and other 

events.  

 

PLEASE DIRECT ANY AND ALL INQUIRIES AND/OR REQUESTS TO EXHIBIT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:                                                                             

Marsha A. Mallory-Bennett                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

President – TAI, Hubert L. “Hooks” Chapter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

www.Colorado-Redtails.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

P.O. Box 370431 Denver, CO 80237                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

MMalloryB02@aol.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

303.795.6836                 

*There is also a contact link and e-mail form available on the exhibit’s website where you will also find many downloadable versions 

of the materials listed above. 

 

 

“Whoever controls the media controls the mind.” 

Jim Morrison 
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12 - ORGANIZATIONAL PROFILE & LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

ABOUT THE HUBERT L. “HOOKS” JONES CHAPTER OF TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, INC.: The Denver, Colorado Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, 

Inc. was established in 1975 by Warren Alexander, Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones and others to motivate young minority individuals to 
aspire, seek, and achieve successful careers in Aviation, Mathematics, Engineering, and Aerospace. The Chapter was later renamed 
the Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter to commemorate the Denver Aviator who died August 24, 1975. 
 
This TAI Chapter has approximately 60 members with diverse backgrounds including active & retired military, civil servants, and 
private citizens. Eight Chapter members are documented original Tuskegee Airmen who received their military training in Tuskegee, 
Alabama and are Veterans of World War ll. 
 
The Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter has sponsored the Mile High Flight Program for over fifteen exciting years. The purpose of the 
program is to: 

 
 Educate youth about the vast opportunities in Aviation and Aerospace through tours and hands on activities 

 Provide long and short term mentoring for their students 

 Share the rich history of the Tuskegee Airmen 

 
As community leaders, their broader goal and duty is to thoughtfully enlighten, inspire, and reinforce humanities best core values 
and characteristics. These are the very same qualities that ultimately made the Tuskegee Airmen the very best of the best. 
 

A LETTER FROM THE CHAPTER PRESIDENT 

It is essential for Americans of all ages and ethnicities to know and fully understand accomplishments of the Tuskegee Airmen during 

WWII. The exhibit- American War Birds of Color, will successfully chronicle the pride, passion, pain, struggles and successes of the 

996 aviators, thousands of maintenance men and women, and other support staff who sacrificed so much, under less than desirable 

conditions, and successfully transformed a mere experiment into an experience in excellence that changed history forever.   

This cooperative fine art exhibit will effectively combine the brilliant aviation illustrations of EMMY Award Winner Joe Jones, 
expressive sculptures of renowned artist Ed Dwight, along with a multitude of other valuable experts and contributors. It will include 
historic photos, memorabilia and videos of dozens of Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen (DOTA) to effectively tell the story of 
American heroism at its best.  
 
The Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter is proud to present American War Birds of Color, the extraordinary saga 
of the pursuit of excellence under adversity.  The impact of this phenomenal exhibit, through modern technology, will touch the lives 
of the world’s citizens for many, many years to come. 
 
Marsha A. Mallory-Bennett, President 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., Hubert L. “Hooks” Jones Chapter 
 
 
 
 
 

"We can deny our heritage and our history, but we cannot escape the responsibility for the results."                                                                                                   

Edward R. Murrow 
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13 - PROJECT EVALUATION  

All areas related to economic development, tourism, heritage and academic citizenship will be monitored and evaluated against 

targeted benchmarks on a quarterly basis throughout the year in order to substantiate progress and document evidence of the 

successes from center administration and programmatic activities.  

The benchmark indicators will be documented based on several outcomes. This will include, but not be limited to: 

 Number of activities provided 

 Number of services provided 

 Number of patrons who visited the exhibit 

 Number of patrons who visited the website 

 Number of students that get involved in the exhibit 

 Number of local business and groups that get involved in the exhibit 

 Number of national business and groups that get involved in the exhibit 

 Number of government and military groups that get involved in the exhibit 

 Number of historic or academic groups that get involved in the exhibit  

 

We will provide on-site comment boxes as well as an online comment section on the exhibit’s official website. This will help monitor 

the success of the exhibit and its featured events and programs. This will also help us to gauge the need for any adjustments along 

the way; whether adjustments are due to seasonal, locational, economic, or environmental factors or otherwise. *TAI, the “Hooks Jones” 

Chapter, DIA (and any other hosting venue) will have immediate access to this information once it has been interpreted. 

 

 

“Our incapacity to comprehend other cultures stems from our insistence on measuring things in our own terms.” 

Arthur Erickson 
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14 - TIMELINE / EXHIBIT BUDGET  

THE PRELIMINARY BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

 Projected timeline for completion of exhibit: 
Project production began June 1, 2012. The exhibit will be completed and installed in time for the 2012 holiday season. Our 
timing is such to greatly increase exposure during the height of the busiest travel season for any airport. 
 

 Projected one (1) year run at DIA:  
December, 2012 - December 31, 2013 (12 months).  

 

 Projected budget to complete the exhibit:  
Estimated minimum of $231,000.00 
 

TIA and the “Hooks” Jones Chapter, and the exhibit’s designer reserve the right to make adjustments to their budget as deemed 
appropriate. They will make full disclosures of any increase and/or other changes if and/or when they occur. These entities 
acknowledge the real possibility of needed adjustments to accommodate growing visitor participation and exhibit demand. 
 
 

 
 

“The telling of history should not teeter on arbitrary numbers, but instead be balanced by the character of our participation.”                                                                                                                                               
Cheri M. Roberts 
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15 - PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

We would like to thank and acknowledge all the contributors to this immense project. Without their passion, expertise, and wisdom 

there could be no exhibit of this scale. From Artists, to writers, to production and digital experts, all have been amazing to work with. 

We look forward to their continued contributions as well as acknowledging new partners along the way. 

 EXHIBIT DIRECTOR MARSHA MALLORY-BENNETT:  

"It is indeed an honor and a privilege to dedicate this incredible exhibit to the men and women of the Tuskegee Airmen Experiment who 

sacrificed so much, under such adversity. They transformed an assignment - designed to fail into a project of aviation excellence, 

far beyond the realm of expectation.  May their legacy remain in our hearts and minds forever." 

 

 EXHIBIT PRODUCER & INDEPENDENT LARGE EVENT PRODUCTION SPECIALIST, LICENSED PILOT, LOUIS “BUBBA” ZEROBNICK: 

"To laugh often and much; To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; To earn the approbation of honest critics 

and endure the betrayal of false friends; To appreciate beauty; To find the best in others; To give of one's self; To leave the world a bit 

better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition; To have played and laughed with enthusiasm and 

sung with exultation; To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived - this is to have succeeded." ~ Bessie Stanley 

(commonly incorrectly attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson) 

 

 EXHIBIT DESIGNER & CONTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATOR & EMMY/ICAS AWARDED AVIATION ARTIST, JOE JONES:  

“Our history will be what we make of it today. We have a great responsibility as the custodians of history and it is our responsibility to 

preserve it.  The awesome task of teaching our youth the details their heritage will help to instill the bedrock characteristics in which 

make real American heroes. The time is now; before these giants slip quietly away forever. Always remember, when we honor history, we 

honor ourselves.”  

 

 ACCLAIMED CONTRIBUTING SCULPTOR & AMERICA’S FIRST BLACK ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE, ED DWIGHT: 

 

 INTERNET TECHNOLOGY CONTRIBUTOR, BRUCE QUACKENBUSH: 

“I'm honored to have this opportunity to help tell this important story to each additional generation.” 

 

 FREELANCE GRAPHIC DESIGNER AND TECHNOLOGIST, QR SCAN (SMART SCAN) TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION, RICK ROSENKRANZ:  

I am honored to contribute to this important and historically significant project by integrating modern technology in order 

to tell history’s story.  

 

 AMERICAN WAR BIRDS OF COLOR EXHIBIT BOOKLET - WRITTEN BY, FREELANCE WRITER AND JOURNALIST, CHERI M. ROBERTS: 

“The opportunity to participate in such an important and beautiful project is personally heartwarming and professionally satisfying. It is a 

great honor to be able to help tell the story of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen, and I am grateful to be included.” 

 

 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” 

John F. Kennedy 
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16 - CONCLUDING REMARKS  

 

The enormity of this task is not in the work that needs to be done, but is instead in the significance of the task 

itself. History bears responsibilities, and so do those that bear witness to it. Rarely is one invited to be a part of 

history in such a profound and meaningful way as are the opportunities with American War Birds of Color. 

As participants, the footprints we leave behind also become a part of the history. The story is always 

unfolding, but it is our duty to preserve what has already been. It is our hope that we have engaged your 

interest in this historical project and can count on you for some means of support.  

Sponsorship packets are being finalized for your consideration and will be delivered to you for review no later 

than July 9, 2012. If you do not receive a packet at that time, please contact us so that we may provide one to 

you. Deadline for sponsorship commitment is August 1, 2012 at 5 PM. Some sponsorship opportunities are 

category exclusive in nature and will be assigned on a first come first served basis. If you have specific needs 

that a general sponsorship may not cover, please contact Marsha Mallory-Bennett, the exhibit’s Director and a 

program will be created to better fit your directives. 

Any consideration of our project is much appreciated. We look forward to a strong and rewarding partnership. 

 

 

 

 

"Without the genuine respect, recognition and celebration of our past, we effectively rob our future of all relevant contexts."                                                                                                                                   

Joe Jones 
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